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LAWSUIT ABUSE NEWS 
 
Group fighting lawsuits takes show on the road. “The 
Illinois Lawsuit Abuse Watch will tow a mobile billboard 
around Southern Illinois…carrying the message, ‘Sick of 
Lawsuits?’ and the group’s Web site. ‘Our Healthcare 
system is being undermined by a number of abusive 
practices, including junk lawsuits, questionable class 
actions and court shopping,’ Al Adomite, the group’s 
spokesman, said.” St. Louis Post-Dispatch, May 1, 2003 
 
High bar set for Michigan drug claims. “The Michigan 
Supreme Court has upheld the constitutionality of a statue 
that limits lawsuits against drug makers for defective drugs 
when the drugs have been approved by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) and comply with its labeling 
requirements…Ronald Graham… [who] represented one of 
the defendants…said the statue is good public policy to the 
extent that it takes cases not backed by hard science out of 
litigation.” National Law Journal April 21, 2003   
 
Nearly 100 Florida Doctors Walk Off Job 
“About 100 of Jacksonville’s 1,500 doctors stayed off the 
job Tuesday, May 6th to protest the state Legislature’s 
refusal to cap jury awards in medical malpractice cases.  
The walkout..was forcing three of Jacksonville’s five 
largest hospitals to delay elective surgeries and to tell some 
emergency room walk-ins to seek treatment elsewhere.” 
Associated Press, May 6, 2003. 
 
FRIVOLOUS LAWSUIT OF THE MONTH 
 
“Emboldened by the success of legal battles with the 
tobacco industry, plaintiffs' attorneys are setting their sights 
on a new target: companies that market fast-food and snack 
products to an increasingly overweight American public. 
The suits seek to hold companies responsible for the health 
effects of hamburgers, French fries, cookies and similar 
fare. 
 
The latest effort is a lawsuit filed May 1 by San Francisco 
attorney Stephen L. Joseph seeking to stop the marketing 
and sale of Oreo cookies to California children because 
they contain trans fats, a type of fat that has been linked to 
high cholesterol, heart disease and diabetes.” Los Angeles 
Times, May 12, 2003.  
 
For comments, suggestions or to receive STAT! via email, 
contact us at www.SickOfLawsuits.org/STAT. 
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SYMPTOMS OF A BROKEN HEALTH 
CARE LITIGATION SYSTEM 

 
• 75% of suppliers of biomaterials used to make medical 

implants banned sales to U.S. manufacturers because of 
litigation fears.   Although the Biomaterials Assurance 
Assistance Act of 2000 aimed to remedy this by 
providing important legal protections to suppliers in 
liability lawsuits, numerous medical device producers 
choose to remain overseas. (Study by New York-based Aronoff 
Associates for HIMA entitled "Biomaterials Availability: a Vital 
Health Care Industry Hangs in the Balance ; “How FDA Regulation 
and Injury Litigation Cripple the Medical Device Industry” Policy 
Analysis 412 , August 28, 2001) 

 
• An estimated $50 billion per year is spent on 

unnecessary test procedures designed only to guard 
doctors and hospitals against malpractice claims. (The 
Factors Fuelling Rising Healthcare Costs, PriceWaterhousesCoopers, 
April 2002) 

 
• It takes at least a year to resolve most lawsuits, and 

delays of three to five years are not uncommon. 
Unfortunately, injured people with legitimate claims can 
wait years before their cases go to trial. (The 96 Billion 
Dollar Game: You Are Losing, Philip J. Hermann, J.D., 1993) 

 
 

WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING… 
 
“The medical liability system in the U.S. suffers from 
several major shortcomings that adversely impact the 
negligently injured as well as the general 
population…[Federal reforms] could yield budgetary 
savings…reduce the number of Americans without health 
coverage…and lead to an environment that is 
significantly more receptive to efforts to improve patient 
safety and reduce medical errors .” - Joint Economic 
Committee (“Liability for Medical Malpractice: Issues and Evidence”, 
May 2003) 

 
“Our medical liability system is so clogged with frivolous 
lawsuits – and those suits are driving up liability costs so 
high – that medical students are thinking twice about 
entering high-risk specialities or about becoming a doctor 
at all.” –Carrie Mewha, Miss Florida USA 2003 and 
second-year medical student   (Modern Healthcare, May 12, 2003) 
 
 
For press inquiries, please contact Rossanna Salazar at: XXX-
XXX-XXX 
 



 


